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Remarks on a Paſtoral Letter 
LATELY WRITTEN BY. 
The Rev. Doctor Huſley, 
TO THE 
ROMAN CA THOL IC . TRGY 


OF THE UNITED DIOCESSES OF 


Waterford and Liſmore. 


* 


T a time when the liberal and enlightened part of 
mankind, of every denomination, in this Kingdom, 
are {abouring to draw a veil over the ridiculous animoſiries 
which the accidental difference of birth and education had 
given riſe to, in religious opinions, and which had fo often 
drenched the world ix BLooD, and fo long dilgraced the 
annals of this country in particular. At a time when infi- 
delity, availing itſelf of that indignation which a diſcovery 
of the frequent and enormous abuſes that have been prac- 
tiſed on the human underſtanding, for centuries paſt, under 
the maſk of religion, was naturally calculated to excite, had 
nearly ſucceeded in bringing, not only the teachers and pro- 
feſſors of the Chriſtian religion, but Revelation itſelf, into 
univerſal contempt. At a time when reaſon, that Heaven 
- lighted lamp in man, begins to ſee that an outward form 
of religion has nearly ſupplanted religion itſelf, and proudly 
uſurped the name, that one claſs of men have pretended to, 
and exerciſed a power over the minds and conſciences of 
another, which belongs only to Gov. At a time when, after 
a ſeries of years ſpent in combat! ing religious prejudices, the 
liberality of Proteſtant principles Mid neatly ſucceeded in 
reſtoring to Roman Catholics thoſe civil and religious pri- 
vileges which the cffets of a miſguided zeal for their tenets; 
in days of ignorance, had neceſſarily taken away; at ſuch 
an awſul and momentous crifts as this, could it be expected, 


that a Roman Cathelic biſhop, who, Pa, to tame, 


nad received a IE: al 2nd poliſacd cdaca:ion, and from 
whom, 
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cording to the party views of the 
on the bench, and were paid for the impartial adminiſtration 


of it by taxes levied on the oppreſſed ſufferers—concluding 


4 4 


| 0 of conrfe, euch was to be! hopes, would {Sacheveri} 


like) blow up the dying embers of diſcontent, and kindle 


aireſn, in the peaceful breaſts of the peopie committed to his 


care; the unhallowed flame of old animoſity and diſaſfection 
towards their Proteſtant brethren, by the breath of ca- 


lumny and cruel invedtive: & O congratulating them on 


the happy union that ſubſiſts between them, and, 1n TEHe 


NEXT - REATH, (as if he dreaded the confequence,) har- 


Towing up their feelings, by reminding them of the cruel 


' perſecutions they had endured for two centuries, on account 
of their religion, from Proteſtant inſolence and Proteſtant 


erverſion of juſtice, ac- 


oppreſſion, and from the. total 
roteſtant judges who ſat 


U 


his extravagant rhapſody by complimenting a few of tl. e 


(PRO TEST AN r) living, at the expence of AL the (PRo- 
EST ANT) dead—a part of the preſent (PRO TTPST ANT 


generation, at the expence of the REST=—=wHo, according 
to his ſanguine hope, are on the point of being cruſhed 0 
pieces, under the weight of that yAST Rock, which his 
Poetic fancy ſees already % detached from the mountain's 


brow”—praying that no wicked hand (beſides his own, [ 


preſume) may again divide this tand, by making religious 
diſtinctions a maſk to divide to Ci furb—to oppreſs it. 


Could it be expected, that a learned prelate wouid ob- 
viouſly incur the imputation of inconſiſtency, by boaſting ef 


ſuch an incomprehenſible ſpecics of liberty of conſcierce, 


and liberality of ſentiment, as allows that. a man's perforal | 
religion is his own natural, uncontroulable, ard i impreſcrip- 


tible right, yet ſubjects him to the abſolute dominion cf 


another, in all religious matters whatſoever, and docms all | 


to inevitable eternal deſtructior, who refuſe io ſubmit, how- 
ever conformable to the Goſpel their lives may be 


however virtuous and amiable in the ſight cf God 
and man.—Thank God! Proteſtants entertain very di- 


ferent ſentiments; they know, that to be a true Catholic, 
they muſt poſſeſs a Catholic ſpirit—a ſpirit of univerſal 
benevolence—not of profcription, like the Roman Catholic 
biſhop—a ſpirit of love towards God, and all mankind, 
without diftinftion.—Could it be ex pected, I fay, that the 


polite and accompliſhed Dcr Huſſey, weuld ſo ſorget 
the 
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"the laws of truth and decorum, as to charge his Pro- 


teſtant brethren with perverting the faith, and corrupting 
the morais of tle Roman Catholic youth of this king- 
dom; and, in order to prevent the evil in future, 10 
inſtruct the clergy under him, to pour cut an inoeflant 
volley cf church ordnance, charged with anathemas and 
curſes againſt any Catholic parent who wouid be ſo crimi- 
nal as to expoſe his offspring to thoſe places cf education 


| where they would be in danger of cullivating habits cf 
: friendſhip with Proteſtant children, and PERHAPS OF 


READING THE NEW TESTAMENT: That he fheuld fol. 
Tow up the manifeſt advantage thus gained over the moral 


# liberties of the people, as free agents, by plantiag ceminels 


at the door of every Proteſtant houſe of worſhip througliout 
his dioceſſes, to prevent any Roman Catholie ſoldier from 


entering, ſhou'd he be fo diſpoſed; and leſt this ſhould be 
inſufficient to check the natural propenſity which the Au- 


thor of Nature has implanted in the human mind, to diſ- 
cover truth, attach to ail ſuch the odivus and deicſtable 
crime of HYPOCRISY. | | | 

If this be an eſſential and indiſperſible part cf the duty of 
2 Roman Catholic biſkop, we can no longer wonder at the 
NO SMALI, AFFLICTION AND ALARM wiich the benc- 


volent and liberal Doctor Huſſey felt, on receiving the ſu- 


| perior command of the head of the church, to preſide over 


the Roman Catholics cf the unued dioceſſes of Waterfurd 

and Liſmore. Ne 
14d the prieſts of Diana,“ in corjunctien with the fa- 
gacious Demetrius, the ſilverſmith, and his feliow crafiſmen 
2t Epheſus, adopted this plan, and, joined to a ſyſtem cf 
coercion, poured floods of obloquy and contempt on all wl 6 
ſhould venture to exerciſe that natural, rrcontrowutable, 21 d 
impreſcriptible right cf mar- A CANDID AED FREE 
ENQUIRY AFTER TRUTH; had they concealed the tiue 
cauſe cf their zeal for the worſhip of Diana, namely, that 
it was by this craft they got their living, Diana might have 
yet been worſhipped, not only at Tohefi, but over all the 
world, as Demctrius bon ftirg, like the Reman Catholic 
prelate, declared ſhe was at that day. Pat ſuccceding 
craftſmen, p:cfiting by their example, (whatever they may 
| do 


*. Ads 2 Cuap. ; 


1 
go 50. "TY other, ] inſtead of candidly confefling, uſe 
every precaution to conceal it, and prevent the poſt ibility 


of deiection, by putting a total ſtop 10 all religious inter- 
courſe, from infancy to old age, between their DEYOTED 


FOLLOWERS and a the reſt of mankind, : in order to ſe- 


cute to mY and their ſucceſſors, for cver, the peace- 
able and uninterrupteſ enjoyment of the many pecuniary 


advantages ariſing from a craft which has brought them ſo 
TT 


much gain a! Iready, and which places them ſo fir above Te 


reſt of the community, as to inherit in themfe'ves, by rig 


ot ſucceſſion, an excluſive privilege of diſpenſing to man- 


* 


kind the treaſeres of Divine Grace in this world, and cf | 


Glory in the world to come!!! 

It is ſomewhat ſingular, that, notwitliſtanding the numc- 
Tous diſgraces and diſaſters that have fo recently over» 
wizkned the Roman Catholic armies on the Continent, in 
their various conteſts with an army of proſcribed infidels „ 
and which, in the iſſue, has proved fo fatal to the Head of 
the Church, that a learned prelate ſhould conine true cou- 
rage to a Catholic ſoldier excluſively. But per haps che 
Doctor only anticipates the happy effects, in his way, that 


his novel ſyſtem of Chriitianity holds our, hy delivering tlie | 


Roman Catholic ſoldier, ſhould he fall at his poſt, from the 
fearful apprehenſions of a lingering Purgatory—tranſlating 
Jim at once from the field of battle, (Vianowmer LIKE, 


to a ſuperior poſt in the Seventh Heaven, however wicked 1 
and abandoned the whole courſe of his former lite might 
have been.—Though I fincereiy lament that any of my 


fellou- creatures ſhould be under the neceſſity of ex poſing 
their lives to a muſket ball, or the point of a bayonet, 
yet I Gatter myſelf that Proteſtant feldiers reft their 
lope of Heaven on a much ſurer foundation than barely 
falling at their poſt—the abſolution of a prieſt—the flames 

of Purgatory. or any other glaring bait that a Roman 
Catholic b3::cp could throw out, to inſpire, not true cow 


lage, but ſavage ferocity. 
It is alf fingular, that a Roman Catholic mrezate ſhould 


put {ſuch an unnatural reſtraint on the mental liert ies of his 


hock, 48 juſtiy ſubjects him to the imputation of fear, that 


it they fhouid come to the light of reaſon and icriptere, they 
night letect ſome conſcious error in their rei: gious ſj item, 
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A few obſervatiohs more, and I have done: Were the 


clergy of every denomination as attentive to the fouls and 


bodies of the people committed to their care reſpectivelꝝ, as 
I fear too many ot them are to their own temporal intereſts, 
E apprehend we mould not hear fo many juſt complaints ef | 
the decay of religion, in this and the neighbouring coun- 
tries; and had they no other end in view but the glory of 


* God, and the ſalvation of ſinners, I am bold to affirm, that 


modes of faith, and external forms of worſhip, would never 


be made a STALKING HORSE by prieſts or prelates—Ca- 


tholic or Proteſtant—to diſunite and interrupt that harmon 
and peace in ſociety which the Goſpel (as proclaimed by 
Angels,* preached by Chriſt and his Diſciples, unper- 


7 verted by any body of men, for their own ſiniſter motives, 
7 recommends, and the Chriſtian religion is ſo divinely cal- 
3 culated to promote and ſtrengtnen. 3 


It was never my intention to obtrude my humble thoughts 


on the ſubject, afthongh they preſſed themſelves ſtrongly 
on my mind on the firſt peruſal cf the letter alluded to, 
had I not been diſappointed in my expectation that numbers 
of my fellow-citizens, paſſeſſed cf talents and well known 
liberality of ſentiment, would long ere this have come 
forward in reply. | 


e en Te ern 


ee And ſuddenly there was with the Angels 2 company cf 


the Heavenly Hcſt, praiſing God, and faying, Glory to 
God in the HIGHEST, and on earth peace, good will to- 
awards men. —LukE's GospEL, 2d chAPp. 13th and 14th 
VERSE S“ —clegantly paraphraſed, as follows, by a late 
author: Tx 5 


All glory to God in the ſky, 

And peace upon earth be reſtor d; 
O Jeſus, exalted on high, 

Appear our omnipotent Lord! 
Who, meanly in Bethlehem born, 

Didſt ſtoop to redeem 2 loft race, 
Once more to thy creatures return, 


And reign is thy kingdom of grace. 


When 


6 


Wes thou in our fleſh didſt appear, 
All nature acknowledged thy birth ; 
Aroſe the acceptable year, 
And Heaven was opened on earth 
Receiving its Lord from above, 
The world was united to bleſs 
The giver of concord and love, 
The prince and the author of peace, 


O would'ſt thou again be made known, 
Again in the ſpirit deſcend ; 
And fet up in each of thy own, 
A kingdom that never ſhall end. 
Thou only art able 10 bleſs, 
And make the glad nations obey, 
And bid the dire enmity ceaſe, 
And bow the whole world to thy ſway. 


Came then to thy ſervants again, 

Wo long thy appearing to know, 
Thy quiet and peaceable reign 

In mercy eftablifh below: 
All forrow before thee ſhall f 

And anger and hatred be o er, 
And envy and malice ſhall die, 

And diſcord affſict us no more. 


No horrid al⁊rm cf war, _ 
Shall break our eternal repoie ; 

No ſound of the trumpet is there, 
Where Feſus's ſpirit o'erflows:: 

Appeas'd by the charms of thy grace, 
We all ſhall in amity join; 

And kindly each other embrace, 
Ard. lovewith a paſſion like thine; 


